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	Application for Project Funding

	1.0
	About the Organization

	1.1
	General Information

	1.1.1
	Name of the Organization
	Aseema Trust



	1.1.2
	Postal address and telephone numbers in India


	3, Mangala Murthi, 65, 1st Main Road,                                                        

Shastrinagar, Chennai 600020                                  

aseema123@yahoo.com Phone:24465415                         

	1.1.3
	Postal address and telephone numbers in U.S (if applicable)
	

	1.1.4
	Tax Id
	31.3.2005 

DTE (E) No . 2(308) / 2000/1. PAN NO : AAATA 64 2DC 



	1.1.5
	FCRA Registration No
	Filling for a FCRA



	1.1.6
	Society Registration No: (if applicable)
	

	1.1.7
	Mission and Vision of the organization
	Find in Appendix A.



	1.1.8
	Organization WWW address


	NA

	1.1.9
	Names and profiles of Directors/Core people involved in the organization


	Find in Appendix B.



	1.1.10
	Major Focus Area
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Basic Health                    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Child Labor Eradication 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Primary Education           X Non-formal Education  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Children with special needs   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disaster relief 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify)



	1.2
	Background/History

	1.2.1
	Please explain briefly your organization’s history, how and when it was formed etc.



	
	ASEEMA has networked with cultural and educational organizations on various projects since 1996. Some of them are International Partnership Network, Dakshinachitra Heritage Center, Gandhi Peace Foundation, Madras Craft Foundation, Crafts Council of India,  Educational Resources Center (New Delhi), M.S.Swaminathan Research Foundation, Balamandir Information on Parenting Network, The Hindu Newspaper in Education programme, CRENIO, PLAN International, Prakriti Foundation, Planet Junior Productions, Bodhi records, Brihadhvani music research center, SOS Children’s village, Indian Association for Preschool Educators, Global Alliance and  several schools and colleges and continues its role of building bridges between organizations, educational institutions and the arts and media.

The ASEEMA Trust has 80 G tax exemption. The trust works through the support of foundations for projects, corporation grants, individual donations and donated services.


	1.2.2
	Briefly explain projects that have been implemented by your organization in the past.  Also, include details of any organization that funded the organization for these projects.  Highlight the achievements of these projects



	
	Aseema's first event was an international seminar on "prioritizing literacy and numeracy for girls" was sponsored by The Hindu newspaper. The venue and facilities were given free of charge by the

M.S.Swaminathan Research Foundation. All the International participants made it on their own and looked after their own hospitality. Indian participants from Delhi and other places were sponsored by The Hindu.

On second project where Devika took a 17 member group of children of folk artists from the villages of Tamilnadu and Kerala to Netherlands for the world children's festival, www.wereldkinderfestival.nl Devika organized a ten day residential camp to give them all toilet training etc and to put the show together and do other talk about being responsible for hygiene etc, the SOS Children's village in Alwaye, Kerala offered it free of charge for ten days and they were very kind in every manner possible.

More information I received from Devika in a mail about other projects:

“People have given their time, their vehicles and food etc every time we have done something. The India International Center, New Delhi invited us for a programme and housed us in the main guesthouse for four days for one evening's performance. They arranged for passes and hired vehicles for us to go and watch the republic day parade at Vijay Chouk and to meet the President of India at Rastrapathi Bhavan. The chief guest was Soli Sorabjee, attorney general of India.

Earlier, I got sponsorships for all my projects from The Ford Foundation, British Council, The Hindu etc but it was all under the Madras Craft Foundation where I worked as Director for Education and Culture. I got a

salary from that the finance was controlled by Deborah Thiagarajan, president of the Madras Craft Foundation. I worked for her from 1985 - 1996. Even today she calls me for advice and meetings and looking at new recruits, to speak to visitors etc.”



	1.2.3
	Please explain your interaction/relationship with other non-profit organization, government agencies, schools, universities etc.

	
	See 1.2.2



	1.3
	Financial Information (Please attach a copy of last two years Auditor’s Report)

	1.3.1
	Annual Budget
	

	1.3.2
	Current funding sources of the organization.
	

	1.3.3
	Bank/Branch/Account Details (Indian)
	

	1.3.4
	Bank/Branch/Account Details (Foreign)
	

	2.0
	About the Project

	2.1
	General Information

	2.1.1
	Title of the project.  Give a brief description of project
	Your Story + My story = Our Story


	2.1.2
	Vision and Mission of Project
	See Project details attached



	2.1.3
	Name of contact person 
	V.R.Devika



	2.1.4
	Address of contact person
	3, Mangala Murthi,

65, 1st Main Road,

Shastri Nagar,

Chennai 600020

vrdevika@vsnl.com


	2.2
	Short Term Goals:  Please explain in detail, what you expect to achieve through this project in the next 6 months through 1 year. (Add additional sheets if necessary)

	
	SEE APPENDIX III

	2.3
	Long Term Goal:  Please explain in detail what are your long term goals from this project? (Add additional sheets if necessary)

	
	SEE APPENDIX III

	2.4
	Project Activities:  Please describe in detail the various activities that need to be carried out to successfully complete the project.  This should include but not limited to the following.

Roles and responsibilities of various people in the project.

Please include any infrastructure costs that need to be incurred.  Also include their purpose,                  location etc.

If any infrastructure costs (land, vehicles etc.)  to be incurred, please include details such as the location, purpose etc.

Description of various awareness methods used (print material, projection slides etc.)

Miscellaneous Materials that needs to be procured.

	
	See project plan attached

	2.5
	Project Sustainability and Evaluation

	2.5.1
	How do you propose to measure the effectiveness of the project?  Please specify and detail any clear or quantifiable yardsticks.



	
	See project plan attached



	2.5.2
	How does this project affect the children involved, their families and the local community?



	
	See project plan attached



	2.5.3
	What plans do you have in place to make the project self sustainable or sustainable with minimum support?

	
	

	2.5.4
	What factors do you think may affect the sustainability of the project?



	
	

	2.6
	Project Budget (If there is a project budget document that answers all the questions from 2.6.1 to 2.6.9 please attach)

	2.6.1
	Total Project Cost
	Rs. 9,15,000.00

	2.6.2
	Amount self-financed/already available
	No

	2.6.3
	Funds requested from Vibha
	Rs. 9,15,000.00

	2.6.4
	Alternate source of funding (if any)
	NA



	2.6.5
	Will the money be spent for any specific purpose or will it contribute to a general/existing pool of money?
	See attached project plan



	2.6.6
	If the answer to the above question is “YES”, detailed breakup of how and when the money will be spent.  
	

	2.6.7
	Proposed means of continuing funding beyond the current funding
	NA



	2.6.8
	Number of paid employees/social workers involved with the details of each person’s salary
	NA



	2.6.9
	Number of Volunteers involved (both paid and unpaid)
	

	4.0
	Reference

	
	Please include two references of the organizations who have either funded your organization or provided non-financial support.  Include name, postal address and telephone number of the contact person.

	
	Reference 1
	Reference 2

	
	Mr.Jayant Kastuar, 

Secretary, 

Sangeet Natak Akademy. 

Rabindra Bhavan, 

Ferozeshah Road New Delhi 110001 

Phone 11 23381833 

fax 2338185715 


	


APPENDIX A

The ASEEMA …..without Boundaries….Trust is a non profit organization founded to build bridges. Bridges between urban and rural arts, bridges between the arts and education, bridges between education and media and the public with a focus on traditional performing arts of rural India. 

Method…….

· To accomplish this through research and documentation of traditional performing arts, welfare activities for traditional folk performing artists and their families.

· Nation wide leveraging of arts and media resources in education and includes in depth public affairs, programming for message dissemination, networking with various NGOs with similar agenda and through direct information.

· Through teacher training, sponsorships for formal and non formal education of children of performing artists of rural areas, promoting activities that develop a positive attitude to life and build confidence.

· Setting up an education foundation to help children of performing artists to realize their dreams of education and employment and to provide opportunities for them to practice their art form.

· To form a performing arts group of young people from performing artists’ families displaced from rural areas to offer folk arts based programmes and Provide cultural resources to educational institutions, NGOs, Organizations and others.

APPENDIX B

Person behind Aseema

V.R.Devika, Managing Trustee, founded the 'ASEEMA' (without boundaries) Trust for arts, education and media after 25 years of experience in the areas of art, education and media.  She is a Consultant for The Hindu (Newspaper in Education programme), Madras Craft Foundation’s Dakshinachitra heritage center for education and culture programmes and Prakriti Foundation for arts and Indology. On the panel of interport lecturers on Indian Culture on board the Ship Semester at Sea affiliated to University of Pittsburgh. Resource person to Educational Resource Centre New Delhi for their project “Campus Diversity Initiative” since 1995 in 22 rural college campuses around India. Closely associated with International Partnership Network and WorldEd. Member UNESCO International Dance Council (Conseil International de la Danse – CID) 

Work experience -- Schoolteacher (1974-1985) Director for the education and culture programmes of INTACH and the Madras Craft Foundation (1985-1996). 

Media – Art critic and regular contributor to The Hindu, The WEEK and other leading publications as a freelancer, long associated with All India Radio as a compere, scriptwriter and anchor. Done scripts for TV.

Arts – Studied Bharathanatyam classical dance of South India from The Dhananjayans. Regular lectures on the theory and practice of the dance and culture of India. Keen  researcher, presenter and promoter of folk performing arts of rural India.   Directed and coordinated the tour of a group of folk artists’ children from Tamilnadu and Kerala  at the World Children’s Festival, Netherlands and Belgium. The group was received by the President of India at Rastrapathi Bhavan on 24th January,2003.

Social Work - Trustee - The Citizens’ Run Trust for raising funds for little known NGOs through the annual run. Volunteer with the Gandhi Peace Foundation giving workshops in Charka spinning, peace education and communication skills for students and teachers.  Keenly interested in heritage education and cultural dissemination.

Travels – Paper presentations at conferences in Canada, UK, USA, Germany, France, Spain, Netherlands, Finland, Norway, Indonesia, Malaysia etc. 

Honours - Govt of India dept of Culture and Sangeet Natak Academy grants for folk arts research. The Charles Wallace award for arts from UK,  Honorary Citizenship from the Governor of Maryland in the US.  Woman of Substance and Vocational excellence awards from Rotary Clubs.  Woman’s day honour from Jaycees.  Kala Seva Bharathi award from Bharath Kalachar,Chennai  for services rendered to and contribution to folk arts and education – 2002.

Trustees of The Aseema Trust.

Managing Trustee

V.R.Devika

3, Mangala Murthi,

65, 1st Main Road,

Shastri Nagar,

Chennai 600020

vrdevika@vsnl.com
Vishalam Ramanathan

14, 2nd Street, Venkateswara Nagar,

Chennai 600020 

Manager, Madras Craft Foundation.

manasalovesu@yahoo.co.in
T.R.Gopalakrishnan,

B 21, Highway Garden Apartments,

PC Road, Chalakyavattom, Vyttila post, 

Kochi – 682019 

Editor in Charge, The WEEK Magazine

trg@the-week.com
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	Vibha is a non-profit organization that seeks to restore to underprivileged children their basic right to food, shelter, health and education- in short, a future. 

Vibha volunteers in the US seek to raise awareness in the community on children’s issues and to generate funds for child development projects in US and India. All donations to Vibha are tax-exempt in the US.                

Visit http://www.vibha.org for details.
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